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A Church is not only a mass of stone cut and put together with art⎯
these spaces, vaults, and columns are more than monuments of
metals and gems. The Church is the credo of the Christian faith in
stone and heart⎯expression of the mystics.

We need then a material edifice as the expression of the spiritual one
⎯the Church⎯to spread divine faith⎯to communicate divine grace
to men and women.

—Isaac T. Hecker, Excerpts from “Dedication of a Church,”
an unpublished collection of five sermons, all undated,
located in The Hecker Papers, Paulist Archives, Washington, DC

On the way back to Concord, Emerson once more returned to the
subject, “Mr. Hecker, I suppose it was the art, the architecture, and
so on in the Catholic Church which led you to her.”
“No, but it was what caused all that.”
—Excerpt from conversation between Isaac Thomas Hecker
and Ralph Waldo Emerson, June 15, 1844,
recorded in The Yankee Paul by Vincent F. Holden, CSP

Mass of Blessing
Most Reverend John P. Boles, DD, Ed.D
Auxiliary Bishop of Boston, Presiding
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Prelude

Opening Rite

Rev. John B. Ardis, CSP
Director - The Paulist Center, Boston

Procession
All are Welcome (Haugen)
Opening Greeting
Blessing and Sprinkling of Water
Song over the Waters (Haugen)
Gloria
Opening Prayer
Remarks by Bishop Boles

Liturgy of
the Word

First Reading: Wisdom 11:22-12:2
Response: Psalm 19 (setting by Joncas)
Second Reading: Ephesians 2:19-22
Gospel Acclamation
Gospel: Luke 19:1-10
Homily by Rev. Michael Kallock, CSP
First Consultor - The Paulist Fathers
Profession of Faith
General Intercessions

Liturgy of
the Eucharist

Offertory Collection
We Are Many Parts (Haugen)
Five percent of this collection will be donated to Paulist
Hispanic Evangelization and Leadership Program
(H.E.L.P.)/Jóvenes Católicos en Acción/Catholic Youth in
Action (J.C.A.). Located in Lawrence, Massachusetts, this
organization was founded in 1981 with support from the
Archdiocese and the Paulist Fathers. The work of Paulist
HELP/JCA is directed toward increasing the participation of
Latin Youth in social action, evangelization, and peer
leadership. Paulist Joachim Lally, CSP is director/chaplain.
Paulist HELP/JCA has helped establish Hispanic Youth
Groups in more than twenty Spanish speaking parishes, and
has annually trained 25-30 Hispanic youth and young adults to
be trainers of other youth and leaders of their faith in local
parishes over the last nineteen years.
Blessing and Incensing of the Altar
Blessing and Incensing of the People
Preparation of Gifts and Table
How Lovely is Your Dwelling (Foley)
Eucharistic Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Sign of Peace
Lamb of God
Reception of Eucharist
The Supper of the Lord (Rosania)
Procession to and Blessing of the Tabernacle
The Fragrance of Christ (Haas)

Closing Rite

Final Blessing
Recessional
Laudate, Laudate Dominum (Walker)
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ABOUT THE RENOVATIONS
Background

In 1999, the Pastoral Council appointed a Steering Committee to
address the renewal of our worship space. With strong prayerful and
financial support from our community, the Steering Committee set
forth an agenda first to renovate the chapel; and then to institute a
process to establish an endowment that allows us to enhance our
ongoing work in evangelization, reconciliation, ecumenism,
education, and social justice. Through informal discussions, focus
groups, pulpit and bulletin announcements, postings on the PCC web
site, mailings, and community meetings, we have heard of the work
involved in making the Centering the Spirit Campaign a success.
The renovation of our worship space is based on the principle that
the chapel should be unified in style and that the use of colors and
materials should reflect our one faith in God. Secondly, by making
the chapel more accessible and by improving the audibility and
visibility from all parts of the chapel, all members of our assembly
can more fully participate in liturgical prayer. In addition, we
recognize and honor the contributions of those who founded this
information center and chapel, and thus we are committed to
preserving as much of the integrity of the original pre-Vatican II
architecture as possible for use in post-Vatican II liturgy. With these
values in mind, the following outlines alterations and improvements
made to the chapel over this past summer.

Lighting and
Windows

Prior to the renovations, we realized that the chapel was poorly lit.
The original light fixtures did not emit enough light to illumine the
space adequately. We also realized the beauty of the fixtures and
their importance in maintaining the integrity of the space. Thus,
these fixtures have been refitted and additional spot lighting has been
added. In addition, these fixtures are octagon-shaped, symbolic of
the resurrection, and the design was the basis for the newly built
baptismal pool.
For many years, the Paulist Center Community has used a slide
projector as the basic means for supplying the words to hymns and
prayers to the assembly. Previously, to optimize visibility of the
slides, we were required to keep the shades drawn over the only
source of indirect natural light into our chapel⎯via the painted
windows. (Last year, glass panels were inserted into the doors leading
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to the vestibule, which modestly improved the amount of natural
light in the chapel.) In addition, the artwork in these windows was
not visible to the assembly. A new projection system has been
purchased, eliminating the need for shades over the windows.
The images in these windows tell of the important events in the
founding of the church in the Americas, especially efforts of early
evangelization and establishment of the Paulist Fathers by Isaac
Thomas Hecker.
The advent of Christianity in the Americas is portrayed here.
Christopher Columbus’s ships⎯The Niña, the Pinta, and the Santa
Maria⎯represent the initial contact of the Native American peoples
with the European Christian culture.
Our Lady of Guadalupe, the first apparition of the Blessed Mother in
the Americas, is also prominently featured. On December 9, 1531,
a native Mexican named Juan Diego rose before dawn to walk fifteen
miles to daily Mass in what is now Mexico City. That morning as
Juan passed Tepeyac Hill, he heard music and saw a glowing cloud
encircled by a rainbow. A woman’s voice beckoned to him from
atop the hill. There he saw a beautiful young woman dressed like an
Aztec princess. She said she was the Virgin Mary and asked Juan to
tell the bishop to build a church on that site. She said, “I vividly
desire that a church be built on this site, so that in it I can be present
and give my love, compassion, help, and defense, for I am your most
devoted mother⎯to hear your laments and to remedy all your
miseries, pains, and sufferings.” The bishop was skeptical. He asked
Juan to bring proof of her identity. Before Juan could go back to the
site, he learned his uncle was dying. Hurrying to get a priest, Juan
missed his meeting with “the Lady.” She, however, met him on his
path and told him that his uncle had been cured. She then told Juan
to climb to the top of the hill where they first met. Juan was shocked
to find flowers growing in the frozen soil. He gathered them in his
cloak and took them at once to the bishop. Juan told the bishop
what had happened and opened his cloak. The flowers that fell to
the ground were Castilian roses (which were not native to Mexico).
However, the bishop’s eyes were fixed on the radiant image of the
Lady imprinted inside Juan’s cloak. Soon after, a church was built on
this site. Our Lady of Guadalupe was declared the patroness of the
Americas, and the feast day is celebrated on December 12.
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Fr. Junipero Serra, a Franciscan, was responsible for much of the
work evangelizing the Native American peoples in the southwest
United States and northern Mexico when it was a mission territory.
Miguel Jose Serra was born on the island of Majorca on
November 24, 1713, and took the name of Junipero when, in 1730,
he entered the Franciscan Order. Ordained in 1737, he taught
philosophy and theology at the University of Padua until 1749.
On January 1, 1750, at the age of thirty-seven, he landed in Mexico
City, and spent the rest of his life working for the conversion of the
peoples of this area. In 1768, Father Serra took over the missions of
the Jesuits (who had been expelled by the government) in the
Mexican province of Lower California and Upper California (modern
day California). He founded twenty-one missions and led thousands
of Native Americans to convert to Roman Catholicism. These
converts were also taught European methods of agriculture, cattle
raising, and arts and crafts. Serra was imbued with a penitential spirit
and practiced austerity in sleep, eating, and other activities. On
August 28, 1784, Father Serra was called to his eternal rest. He was
beatified by Pope John Paul II on September 25, 1988. His feast day
is July 1.
This window represents the beginnings of the Roman Catholic
Church in the United States, and particularly in Maryland.
At the age of 44, Sir George Calvert, a wealthy gentleman of
Yorkshire, England, converted to Roman Catholicism in 1624. In
doing so, he was obliged to resign his post as Secretary of State; but
remained a favorite of King James I and was named Lord Baltimore.
He eventually applied for a charter to establish a colony in the
Chesapeake Bay area. The deed, however, was not granted until
several weeks after Lord Baltimore’s death. Calvert’s eldest son Cecil,
a wise businessman, inherited this deed. On November 22, 1633,
Cecil, his brother Leonard, and a small group of Catholic
“gentlemen” along with 200 workers (some Roman Catholics and
some Protestants) set sail aboard the Ark and the Dove for the new
colony. One of the passengers was a Jesuit priest, Fr. Andrew White,
who presided at the first Mass celebrated in Maryland when the ship
arrived in Maryland on March 25, 1634.
By 1645, Virginian Puritans led by William Claiborne led an invasion
and took over the property of Maryland’s Catholics. Two years later
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Leonard Calvert led a revolt that turned away these Protestants from
Maryland. Within two years, Lord Cecil Calvert ordered the
Maryland Religious Toleration Act⎯providing that no one who
professed to believe in Jesus Christ be molested for religious reasons.
However, from 1655 to 1658, the Act was revoked and Catholicism
was formally outlawed.
Still leading Catholic families were allowed to live as if some of these
laws did not exist. One such family is the Carrolls, a prosperous
Catholic family who was well respected within Protestant and
Catholic circles and who remained fiercely devoted to the Roman
Church. Charles Carroll (depicted in this window) was born to one
of the leading Catholic laymen of his time, also Charles Carroll. In
1688, the third Lord Baltimore appointed the senior Charles Carroll
attorney general, and Carroll used his position of influence to grow
his wealth and power. His son was particularly involved with the
politics of his day, and fought openly against “taxation without
representation.” Eventually this Charles Carroll became one of the
signers of the Declaration of Independence, a United States Senator,
and then a member of the Maryland legislature, a role he deemed
more important than any other.
Charles and his cousin, John, had attended Saint-Omer’s, a Jesuit
college, where they were friends and classmates. In 1790, John
Carroll was appointed the first bishop in America, and his tenure
established the shape and character of the role of bishop in the
United States for years to come. In addition, the Roman Catholic
Church in the United States dramatically grew in numbers and
geography during this period. Baltimore was elevated to the status of
Archdiocese. Although not considered charismatic, Carroll remained
the leader of the Church in America. He called the first synod of
bishops, where he established the rules and regulations for the
operations of the Church, nominated priests for new bishoprics, and
sent missionaries out to evangelize throughout the United States.
Central to the life of the Roman Catholic Church are the seven
sacraments⎯Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Penance, Holy
Orders, Matrimony, and Extreme Unction (as they were called when
the building was dedicated in 1957.) The figure of Christ the
Redeemer, the font of our sacramental life, is the prominent symbol
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in this window. The Holy Spirit, who remains with us and abides in
the Church today, hovers at the top of this window.
Women feature prominently in the fourth painted glass window of
the Paulist Center. To the right is a depiction of Eve, the mother of
humankind, representative of our fragile and fallen humanity. Chief
among the representations of women is Mary, the Mother of God,
patroness of the Americas under her title “The Immaculate
Conception.” The early Church Fathers frequently contrasted Eve,
mother of humankind with Mary, the Mother of Christ, who was
called “the new Eve.” In her assumed and glorified humanity, Mary
prefigures the destiny of every human person: union with God. The
Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary is celebrated on
December 8.
The windows of the Paulist Center also portray three notable
American Roman Catholic women spanning from the 17th to the
20th centuries: Kateri Tekakwitha, Elizabeth Ann Seton, and Mother
Frances Xavier Cabrini.
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha was born near the town of Auriesville,
New York, in the year 1656, the daughter of a Mohawk warrior. She
was four years old when her mother died of smallpox. The disease
also attacked Kateri and transfigured her face. She was baptized at
the age of twenty and remained faithful in the face of the opposition
from many in her tribe. Kateri went to the new Christian colony of
Indians in Canada, where she lived a life dedicated to prayer,
penitential practices, and care for the sick and aged. She was
especially devoted to the Eucharist during her short life. She died on
April 7, 1680 at the age of twenty-four. She is known as the “Lily of
the Mohawks.” Devotion to Kateri is responsible for establishing
Native American ministries in Catholic churches all over the United
States and Canada. The Church declared Kateri venerable in 1943
and in 1980, she was the first Native American to be beatified. Work
is currently underway to have her canonized. Thousands have visited
shrines to Kateri erected at both St. Francis Xavier and Caughnawaga
as well as at her birthplace at Auriesville, New York. Her feast day is
July 14. She is the patron saint of the environment and ecology, as is
St. Francis of Assisi.
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The first “native-born” North American saint, Elizabeth Ann Seton
(1774-1821) is a major figure in early American Catholic history.
Elizabeth Seton was a convert, a wife, mother, widow, and finally, a
woman religious. Born into a wealthy Episcopalian family, Elizabeth
Seton was happily married at nineteen, bore five children, and was
widowed at twenty-eight. After her husband’s death, Seton
converted to Catholicism and moved to Emmitsburg, Maryland,
where she opened the first of a number of Catholic schools. Her
work attracted a several women and Seton formed these women into
a religious community, the Sisters of Charity, modeled on Vincent de
Paul and Louise de Marillac’s Daughters of Charity. Seton is credited
with founding the parochial school system in North America. Her
work also embraced the poor and the sick. Her Sisters
indiscriminately nursed Union and Confederate soldiers on the
battlefields of the Civil War, and their heroic work significantly
alleviated then widespread prejudice against Roman Catholics. She
was canonized on September 14, 1975. Her feast day is January 4.
The first American saint canonized, Mother Frances Xavier Cabrini,
is also depicted in our windows. Born in Italy, Frances Cabrini
became a schoolteacher and formed a community of religious
women, the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart. Having set her
heart on becoming a missionary to China, Cabrini was directed by
Pope Leo XIII to go “not to the East, but to the West,” to the
United States to work among the impoverished and unchurched
Italian immigrants. Despite resistance from the Catholic hierarchy in
New York, Cabrini’s work flourished. She became a United States
citizen and, at the time of her death in 1917, she had established
hospitals, schools, and orphanages in North and South America as
well as Europe. At the base of the Statue of Liberty are enscribed the
names of some notable immigrants whose lives enriched America:
Mother Frances Cabrini leads the list. She was canonized in 1946.
Her feast day is November 13.
The life of Isaac Thomas Hecker and the founding of the Paulist
Fathers are the subject of this window. Isaac was born in New York
on December 18, 1819, of immigrant German parents. In Isaac’s
teenage years, his brothers operated a successful bakery and were also
influential in politics in the city. At 21, Isaac was befriended by
Orestes Brownson, a noted philosopher of the 19th century.
Brownson, a mentor to the young Hecker, introduced him to the
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Transcendalists here in Massachusetts. Hecker lived at Brook Farm
in West Roxbury in 1843, where he became acquainted with other
important philosophers of his time⎯including Henry David Thoreau,
Bronson Alcott, and Ralph Waldo Emerson. During his time at the
Farm, Brownson decided to convert to Roman Catholicism, and
shared his desire with Hecker. Hecker pursued his own interests in
the spiritual, and eventually left the communal life of the
Transcendalists. He was received into the Roman Catholic Church
on August 1 and 2, 1844.
On October 23, 1849, Hecker was ordained a Redemptorist priest.
Although Hecker shared the vocation of preaching with this religious
congregation, he did not share their singular devotion to work with
German-speaking people. His petition to establish an Englishspeaking household in the United States was denied by his superiors.
Hecker journeyed to Rome to appeal this decision and there he met
Alessandro Cardinal Barnabo, prefect of the Congregation of
Propaganda. Through the intercession of Cardinal Barnabo, in 1858,
Pope Pius IX granted permission to Hecker and his four companions
to found the first American society of priests⎯the Missionary Society
of St. Paul the Apostle, commonly called the Paulist Fathers. With
St. Paul the Apostle as their patron, the Paulist Fathers were formed
to preach the gospel and evangelize the United States. The first
parish church offered to the Paulists was the Church of St. Paul the
Apostle in New York City, a parish that continues to serve as their
home base.
In the final window, you will find a portrayal of the beginnings of the
church in Boston.
Jean-Louis Lefebvre de Cheverus was the first bishop of Boston.
Granted a dispensation so he could be ordained before his twentythird birthday, he was appointed assistant to an uncle, whom he
shortly succeeded as pastor of Mayenne. He also received faculties to
act as vicar-general. Refusal to take the oath imposed by the French
Revolution cost him his parish, and very nearly his life. He escaped
from Paris to London. He quickly learned English, and with a
friend’s prompting, soon set sail for Boston to help with the urgent
needs of a Church emerging in the American society. Arriving in
Boston, on October 3, 1796, he wrote Bishop Carroll in Baltimore:
“Send me where you think I am most needed, without making

Seating

yourself anxious about the means of my support. I am willing to
work with my hands, if need be.”
His work in New England, covering twenty-seven years, included
every form of missionary activity. Cheverus’s gift of language
enabled him to master the dialects of several Native American tribes.
He attended Catholics around the countryside, often travelling on
foot. He nursed the sick and buried the dead during two yellow-fever
epidemics. He collected funds and built a church in Boston. Many
thought him to be a prudent business-man, wise adviser, peacemaker,
and dutiful servant. No task was considered too big or too small for
his attention, which gradually won him the respect of the Puritans.
Ministers invited him to their pulpits. The legislature sought and
acted on his counsels. By all in society, Cheverus was deemed holy
and humble, Christ-like in charity and a devoted servant of God and
his flock.
Named first Bishop of Boston, April 8, 1808, he was not consecrated
owing to the non-arrival of the Bulls until November 1, 1810. With
his installataion as Bishop, Boston became the envy of the Church in
America. Philadelphia invited Cheverus to their city as pastor of a
preeminent church. France had appealed to him to return as a
bishop. The Archdioese of Baltimore requested him as its coadjutor.
Still, Cheverus besought the pope, “I pray, I supplicate, I entreat with
heartfelt earnestness that I may never be transferred; that I may be
permitted to consecrate all my cares to my small but beloved flock.”
However, because his delicate health could not bear the harsh winters
any longer, Cheverus was transferred to the See of Montauban in
January, 1823.
To improve some sight lines and draw us more deeply into the
liturgical action, all pews on the first floor are arranged in a more “U”
shaped configuration around the altar, and left and right side portions
of the balcony have been raised. The pews have been refinished to
match the altar, to symbolize the connection of the members of the
Body of Christ gather to celebrate the Eucharist with the reserved
Blessed Sacrament. In addition, some chairs have been purchased
and placed near the altar area to offer some flexibility for smaller
liturgies or other events in the chapel.

R a m p i n S a n cA
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So that all members of the community may more fully participate in
all sacraments, we built a new “up to code” ramp into the sanctuary
space. This ramp will give everyone access to the baptismal pool and
the entire sanctuary area.
In the Roman Catholic tradition, the focal point of the church is the
altar. Since the Second Vatican Council, there has been a renewed
emphasis on installing only one altar in a church⎯preserving the
unity of the assembly and respecting the symbol of the altar itself as
Christ. We will continue to use the wooden altar we have used for
the past twenty-five years.
In this renovation project, we have removed the original main marble
altar, the two side marble altars in the front, and the two wooden
altars in back. When we dismantled the original main marble altar,
we made two wonderful discoveries.
First, we found a sterling silver box containing a relic of St. Clarus.
We commissioned a woodworker to create a container underneath
our current altar, and the relic has now been set there. An engraved
brass plate with the date of the original dedication and the date of
this blessing, along with a copy of the cross from the original altar
stone has been placed over the relic.
The documentation with this relic states:
I, Francis Ryan, Parochial Vicar of the Church of the Holy
Spirit, Delegate from Richard J. Cushing, Archbishop of
Boston, have consecrated the altar in the Church [Chapel] of
the Holy Spirit, in honor of the Holy Spirit, and have retrieved
and enclosed a relic of holy martyr St. Clarus in this piece.
(English translation from the Latin)
St. Clarus was a priest, probably born in Rochester, England. Clarus
went to Normandy, became a Benedictine monk, lived as a hermit,
and settled in Naqueville, near Rouen. He roamed the countryside
preaching the Good News. Clarus was murdered by two assassins
hired by a noblewoman whose advances he had rejected. This
woman had him killed and beheaded ner Saint-Calir-sur-Eph. His
feast day is November 4.
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Inserted within the cavity of the altar we also discovered a strong box
with a red velvet lining. This box contains the names of those who
donated to the building of the chapel. We have added the names of
the contributors to this year’s Centering the Spirit Campaign to those
of the original donors. This box is now permanently stored behind
the newly built tabernacle wall.
The lettering engraved into the front piece of the original marble
altar, all phrases from the Letter of Paul to the Colossians, was
preserved and inserted into the edge of the balcony, near the doors of
the vestibule.
LET THE WORD OF CHRIST
DWELL IN YOU ABUNDANTLY. COL 3:16
In addition, the words engraved on either side of the back sanctuary
wall altar have been be relocated to the side balcony edges.
Lettering on Left
ABOVE ALL THINGS HAVE CHARITY
WHICH IS THE BOND OF PERFECTION. COL 3:14
Lettering on the Right
LET THE PEACE OF CHRIST REJOICE
IN YOUR HEARTS AND BE YE THANKFUL. COL 3:15
In the back corner of the sanctuary is a new credence table. Rob
Smyser, a member of the community, designed and crafted this
beautiful piece to complement our existing altar, ambo, and small
credence table. Rob salvaged and recycled the wood from the
mahogany platform⎯and generously donated his time to build this
piece. We were thus able to keep a connection with the past and
respect the valuable resources of the earth.
The new font is a single pool with flowing waters. Like the light
fixtures, the baptismal pool is octagonal, representing the eighth day
of the new creation, the day of resurrection. Its diamond-shaped
pattern and marble colors are taken from the large diamond shape
located in the middle of the sanctuary floor. The pool is accessible
and large enough for adult immersion as well as practical for infant
baptisms.
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The ambry, the repository of the holy oils, has been moved from the
side of the sanctuary closer to the baptismal pool. The ambry and
the tabernacle are lined with marble similar to that of the baptismal
pool⎯emphasizing the connection of the waters of baptism with the
sacred oil of the catechumens and the oil of chrism as well as the
connection of the oil of the sick with the Blessed Sacrament reserved
for viaticum (Eucharist for the sick and dying.) This ambry is
encased in glass so we may appreciate the glory of God contained
within these blessed oils.
A new tabernacle has been built, recessed into the wall of the alcove
in the front right corner of the chapel. The design is similar in style
to that of the ambry. Like our altar, the tabernacle is made of
mahogany. This symbolic link helps to remind us of the connection
of our liturgical action with adoration and viaticum. We are
especially pleased that Fr. Frank Sabatté, CSP, a Paulist in residence
at Park Street and an artist, agreed to create and carve this beautiful
addition to our chapel.
In the center of Fr. Sabatté’s design is a mother pelican surrounded
by her chicks. Found in pictures in some catacombs, the pelican is
one of the Church’s early symbols of Christ. A mother pelican will
tear open her own chest with her beak to release life giving blood to
her starving brood in times of famine and to bathe dying chicks.
Because of her unselfish love, the mother pelican became a symbol of
piety and perfect charity in art of many French cathedrals during the
Middle Ages. There is also a mother pelican and her young cast in
concrete on the front of our building.
In addition, carved into the corners of the door are other symbols of
Christ and the Eucharist. Wheat and grapes remind us that the
Eucharist is real food. The loaves and fish remind us that Eucharist
is the food for world and that our Eucharist is intimately connected
with the food we provide to the hungry at our door. The Alpha and
Omega, the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, represent
Christ, “the first and the last, the begnning and the end”
(Revelations 22:13), “the same yesterday and today and for ever”
(Hebrews 13:8). The Alpha and Omega⎯symbols of Christ as the
Word through Whom all creation is made and the Redeemer Who

C o m m e mM
o raaSrtyti aoatnnu deo sf
R e c iEp il e Sn tasl voaf d tohr e
I s a a cAH
l ceocvke es r
Award for Social
Justice

gathers all to Himself for eternity⎯are on the doors of the original
tabernacle.
Our statue of St. Paul the Apostle, the patron saint of the Paulist
Fathers, now resides in the alcove in the balcony.
Other statues were donated to these religious organizations:
Sacred Heart of Jesus
Sacred Heart Parish, Weymouth, MA
Our Lady of Lourdes
Sacred Heart Parish, Weymouth, MA
St. Peter
St. Peter’s School, Dorchester, MA
St. Ann
St. Ann Parish, West Newbury, MA
St. Thérèse of Lisieux
Carmelite Monastery, Barrington, RI
As part of our ongoing prayer, the Paulist Center Community wishes
to remember the important contributions of the holy women and
men to whom we have presented the annual Isaac Hecker Award for
Social Justice and those people whom they serve. This award, named
in honor of Isaac Hecker, the founder of the Paulists, recognizes the
work of American Catholics who strive for peace and justice in our
society. Several framed pieces, delineating the recipients’ names and
ministries, as well as the year the award was bestowed, hang in one of
the back alcoves on the first floor of the chapel.
The painting in the Mary Alcove, where we collect our food for the
poor, was painted by a student artist of the Museum School in the
early days of the chapel. The alcove dedicated to Oscar Romero and
the Salvadoran Martyrs acknowledges our community’s long-standing
sister community relationship with the people of Hacienda Vieja in
El Salvador.

